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COMMENTARY

Daglel was taken to Babylon (606 B.C.) with other captives during
the reign of Jehoiakim (King of Judah) and Nebuchadnezzar (King of
EiZylon). Daniil was among other young men who had great potential

were taken t i i
(o0 JEETShig e o Babylon to be trained for service for

Daniel and his 3 friends (Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego) refused
to eat the Kings food but insisted on food that God would apprve of.
After seeing that these 4 did well, the official in charge continued
to allow them to eat from their special diet.

3 When the King finally called for all the young men to come forth,
Daniel and his 3 friends were far superior than anyone else and were
chosen to serve the king.

Nebuchadnezzar had a dream and asked for his wise men to: 1.
tell him what the dream was and 2. explain the dream. If they could
do this, then he would know that they were telling the truth.

When the wise men refused, Nebuchadnezzar made arrangements to
have them all executed. When Daniel heard of it, he went to
Nebuchadnezzar and asked for some time so that he would be able to
interpret.

Daniel then went to his 3 friends and asked them to pray. God
answered the prayers and Daniel went to the king to explain the dream.

The great statute represented 4 great kingdoms (Babylonians,
Persian-Mede, Greek and Roman) which would all fall and be ultimately
be replaced by an eternal kingdom.

Because of Daniel's ability to explain this vision,
Nebuchadnezzar promoted Daniel and his friends.

King Nebuchadnezzar had a giant idol made and insisted that all
people worship it When Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego didn't, he
insisted that they be thrown into a fiery furnace. The 3 men spoke of
their faith that God would care for them and that they would not bow
down and worship any idol.

When they were thrown in, those guards who threw them in, died
because of the great heat. Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego however
were unharmed and joined by an angel. When King Nebuchadnezzar saw
this, he called for them to come out. He then issued a decree that

nobody was to speak against there God.

King Nebuchadnezzar records the events in this chapter. He had a
dream and called Daniel to interpret it. : §

He had seen a great and prosperous tree (representing hlm).and ag
angel came and called for it to be cut down (he would ?ecome 1ns§ne
and would lose control of his kingdom until he recognized and praised
God) .
The dream came to pass and when the time was over (3 1/2 years [2
basic seasons and there being 7 seasons total] or 7 years are the

common views), his kingdom was restored and he became even greater.






















